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For nearly a decade Trees de Mits (1951, Sleidinge) has been working on a series of sculptures inspired by medical apparatus and human organs. Her small scale installations have been shown internationally, from Montana USA, to Heidelberg and Ghent, where she now lives and works.   Her work is far removed from the gory fascination of plasticised bodies, however. She arranges her meticulously worked sculptures into small groups which are often displayed in formal glass vitrines as if she is a collector creating her own science museum. Each sculpture might refer to familiar body parts or medical instruments, but they also have their own unfamiliarities. Her porcelain human kidney with trailing tube has the languid insouciance of a floating waterlily and bundles of fibula take on the pitiable qualities of dangling things hung up to dry. De Mits’ eclectic use of materials ensures that nothing she makes is quite as simple as it first seems.  A tooth complete with root has become a pair of giant antlers.  Bones merge into long, sinewy fingers. Things hang, like discarded clothing on wall pegs, as if she is reminding us of what happens when we have been shuffled off, left on trolleys or are anxiously waiting for the doctor’s announcement about a cell count.  These uncanny, hybrid objects are not only about being in the body, but are also about the body in time. They allude to what becomes of the body after death, as well as having the fascination of medieval relics held in precious caskets.
In addition to her compelling sculptures, Trees de Mits will also be showing large format photographs. The human figures in her two-dimensional work are deliberately blurred so that all her bodies remain at one remove, both mysterious and resolutely untouchable. Some may have florid spots appearing like some infectious disease on the surface of the image. It is as if these silent figures are being viewed through the frosted glass of an operating theatre window. One figure has luminous red eyes, with the lonely, forever wandering appearance of creatures from outer space.  Others seem to bear bloodied stigmata, like a Technicolor version of the Turin shroud.  These potent scenes tantalise with their inaccessibility. As with the sculptures, we feel compelled to identify what we are looking at by referring back to knowledge of our own bodies as well as memories of medical illustrations.  In looking at this work we are made infinitely curious, aware of our corporeal presence in the gaze of the other.
As part of KUNST10DAAGSE, Trees De Mits will give a talk in the gallery about her work at 15.00 on Saturday March 24th and Sunday March 25th, titled 'Sensory' / 'Zin'Tuiglijk’. Volkmar Mülheis, philosopher and ‘kunstwetenschapper’ will also give a lecture about 'sensoriality' following De Mits' talk.
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